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Fifth Sunday of Easter
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Pick up your communion wafer/cup as you drive past or
enter the sanctuary. There is a basket for your tithes
and offerings. For those worshipping at home, please
have have your bread ready with the fruit-of-the-vine of
your choice.
IF YOU ARE WORSHIPING IN-PERSON IN OUR SANCUARY SOFT-SPOKEN RESPONSES ARE APPROPRIATE.

GATHERING

Abide With Me

ELW 629

Pastor James M. Capers
Public Domain
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847
Music: William H. Monk, 1823-1889

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P
All

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

P

All
P
All

P

All

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING
P

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All

And also with you.

KYRIE

This is the Feast
LeeAra Watson, Kiesi Bouger and Pastor James M. Capers
Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544.

P
All

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
P

All

Let us pray.
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear
the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

FIRST READING
A
All

Acts 8:26-40

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 2:25-31
A

All

25

From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your
hearts live forever!
A

All

A

26

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.

27

28

For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel
before the LORD.
All

29

Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.

30

1

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

SECOND READING
A
All

1 John 4:7-21

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 173

Pastor James Capers and LeeAra Watson, and Kiesi Bouger
The Paschal lamb has been |sacrificed; Therefore let us | keep the feast
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah

P
All

The holy gospel according to John. The 15th Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL LESSON
P
All

John 15:1-8

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
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SERMON

Pastor James M. Capers

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring
our prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in
steadfast love.
Responses after each petition:

All
P

All

Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you,
trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A

All

As you entered the parking lot you were given an opportunity to
give to the Lord through the church. Those who worship in the
sanctuary have given to the Lord as you entered.
So, Let us pray.
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit
from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses.
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation.
But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen

LAMB OF GOD
LeeAra Watson, Kiesi Bouger and Pastor James M. Capers
Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544.

HOLY COMMUNION

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A

All

Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SENDING
BLESSING
P
All

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
A

Go in peace, serve the Lord.

All

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE: Thankful Hearts

ELW 205

LeeAra Watson and Pastor Capers
Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978, 1995 and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress
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