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Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Pick up your communion wafer/cup as you enter the sanctuary.   

There is a basket for your tithes and offerings.  You may also give 

through our web site, facebook page or by using the U. S. mail 

(addresses listed at the top of this page). 
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GATHERING 

The bells are rung to announce the beginning of the service. 

Prelude   

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    ELW 631 

Pastor James M. Capers 

PUBLIC DOMAIN   Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Call to Worship  
 

P This is the day that the Lord has made;  

All We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

P The Lord is my strength and my song 

All The Lord has become my salvation 

 

P Open to me the gates of righteousness;  

All I will go through them and praise the Lord. 

 

P I shall not die, but live, 

All and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

P This is the day that the Lord has made;  

All We will rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OPENING HYMN:   

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty    ELW 533 

 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt. 

Music: Joachim Neander, 1650–1680 

 

GREETING  

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

All And also with you. 

 



 

 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

THIS FAR BY FAITH  Setting Two 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 



 

 

 
 



 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
All sing the refrain. 
LeeAra Watson, Kiesi Bouger and Pastor James M. Capers 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 

 

 



 
 



 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. 

Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive 

by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All Amen.  

 



WORD 

FIRST READING    Acts 11:1-18 
 
A Word of God, word of life. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 148  “Creation’s Hallelujah” 

REFRAIN

 
 

Bruxvoort Colligan 
©2010 Augsburg Fortress Publishing www.AugsburgFortress.org 
Contact: Richard@worldmaking.net 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 

 

 

 

SECOND READING   Revelation 21:1-6 
 

A Word of God, word of life. 

All Thanks be to God. 

A Please stand as we welcome the Gospel. 

 

 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                 ELW 173 

Music: Abraham Maraire © United Methodist Church Music Service, Zimbabwe.   

P Everyone will know that you are | my disciples*  

if you have love for | one another.  

 

All Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah   (sung 2 times) 
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P  The holy gospel according to John. The 13th Chapter 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON    John 13:31-35 
 
P The gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

SERMON     Pastor James M. Capers  

 
 

NICENE  CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 

resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. 

 Responses after each petition: 
  

God, in your mercy,   

All hear our prayer. 

 

P  In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your 
life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 
All Amen. 
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All And also with you. 
 

 



 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY  ELW 173 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers    From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.    

All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 

 

 



OFFERTORY PRAYER  

A Those who worship in the sanctuary have given to the Lord as you 
entered. Those who are worshipping with us online may give through 
our web site, facebook page or by using the U. S. mail. 

 
 

 Let us pray. 

 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 
shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 
give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond 
to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 

All Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF 

INSTITUTION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven  

Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses.  

As we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation.   

But deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen 
 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers, b. 1948 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 

 

 

 

 



THE COMMUNION 

 COMMUNION BLESSING 

Thankful Hearts   ELW 205  

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers 

Text © 1978, 1995 and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
  

 

REPEAT 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light 

to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to 

nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 

resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

All Amen. 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

All Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

SENDING SONG                   

Amen, siakudumisa                    ELW 846 

 

 



Text: South African traditional 
Music: attr. S. C. Molefe, as taught by Gobingca George Mxadana 

Music © Gobingca Mxadana 

 

A     Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God. 
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