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In this season of Epiphany as Jesus is calling those who will follow 
him, we are coming to realize that our lives are not our own. We 
have a Name that has been place on our foreheads as we commit 
to follow Christ.   

 

Pick up your communion wafer/cup as you enter the sanctuary.  
There is a basket for your tithes and offerings.  You may also give 
through our web site, facebook page or by using the U. S. mail 
(addresses listed at the top of this page).   Click here for the link. 
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GATHERING  

The bell is rung to announce the beginning of the service as we light 

the candles. 

 

PRELUDE   

Lead Me, Guide Me 
 

Pastor James M. Capers 

 

Music: Doris Akers 

© 1953 Doris Akers.  All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. International 
Copyright Secured.  All Rights Reserved. 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YHB9/home
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THE WELCOME                                                                              

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Who spoke light into creation,  

Who calls us to listen and follow,  

Who sends us to shine like stars.  

All Amen. 

 

P Let us come before God, confessing our sin.  

 

Holy and merciful God, 

 

All we confess that we have sinned  

Against our sisters and brothers  

And against you  

We cherish the values of this world  

We cause others to stumble.  

The earth is wounded by our excess  

Have mercy, O God  

Forgive us, renew us.  

And raise us up on eagles’ wings  

That we may do your will  

With courage and delight.  Amen. 

 

P Hear the voice from heaven:  

“You are my own, my beloved.”  

God gives power to the weary  

And strengthens the powerless.  

Be cleansed, be healed,  

For in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,  

I declare to you the forgiveness of your sins  

And the revealing of God’s reign. 
 

All Amen. 
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Jesu, tawa pano 

Jesus, We Are Gathered             ELW 529 

 

We sing in the Shona language twice; 

then twice in English; and the fifth time in Shona. 

 

Text and Music: Patrick Matsikenyiri 

Text and music © 1990, 1996 General Board of Global Ministries, GBG Musik, 475 

Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720814.  All rights reserved. 

 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

P Arise, shine for your light has come. 

 

All The glory of the Lord has risen upon us. 

 

P Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   

All all gather together to proclaim the praise of the 

Lord. 



4 
 
 

P Your sun will never set again. 

 

All The Lord is our light and our salvation! 

 

P Your moon will wane no more. 

   

All The Lord is our light and our salvation! 

 

P Your days of sorrow will end. 

    

All The Lord is our light and our salvation! 

 

P Whom shall we fear. 

 

All Whom shall we fear?  

 The Lord is the strength of our life;  

whom shall we fear? 

 

OPENING HYMN 

Fairest Lord Jesus                    HFW 838 

 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. pub. New York, 1850, alt. 

Music: Silesian folk tune, 1842     PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

All And also with you.  
 

KYRIE 

 

 
THIS FAR BY FAITH  Setting Two 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 
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Hymn of Praise 

Glory to God    All sing the refrain. 
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THIS FAR BY FAITH  Setting Two 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your 

service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of 

your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

All Amen. 

 

 

 
 
WORD 

 
First Reading:    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 

A The word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 62:5-12 
 

A  5For God alone I wait in silence; 

    truly, my hope is in God. 

 

All  6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

    my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken 

 

A  7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

    God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 

All  8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

    pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge 

 

A  9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;  

        those of low  estate cannot be trusted. 

           Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than  

               a breath. 

 

All  10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

    though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it 

 

A  11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
    that power belongs to God 

 

All  12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

    for you repay all according to their deeds. 
 

 
 

Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

 

A The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers                                                                             

Text © 1978, 1995 and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress   

                                                                   
 

GOSPEL 

 

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

Mark 1:14-20 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SONG                                

 

Goodness of God 

Lee Ara Watson and Pastor James M. Capers 

 

CCLI Song # 7117726      CCLI License # 11439685 

Words and Music:  Ben Fielding | Brian Johnson | Ed Cash | Jason Ingram | Jenn Johnson 

© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia; Fellow Ships Music; So 

Essential Tunes; Bethel Music Publishing 

 

SERMON Pastor James M. Capers 
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HYMN 
 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

ELW 815 

 

 

Text and music: Kathleen Thomerson     © 1970, 1975 Celebration 
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THE NICENE  CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.   Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for 

God’s blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

 Responses after each petition: 
  

God of grace, 

All receive our prayer. 

 

P  Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers 

and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

 

All Amen. 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 

All And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 
 

 
 



16 
 

 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

OFFERTORY                                      ELW 183 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 

Text: John W. Arthur     Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

 

A Let us pray.  

 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day 

you shower us with blessings.  

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in 

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

  

(Communion preparation) 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF 

INSTITUTION 
 

P You are indeed holy Almighty and merciful God you are most holy 

and great is the majesty of your glory.  

 

You so love the world that you gave your only Son so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal 

life.  

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us 

your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread 

and gave thanks broke it and gave it to his disciples saying take 

and eat this is my body given for you do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again after supper he took the cup gave thanks and gave it for all 

to drink saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we 

proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

P Remembering therefore his salutary command, his life-giving 

passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension and 

the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you O Lord 

God almighty; not as we ought but as we are able. 

 

We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving; and 

with your word and Holy Spirit to bless us your servants and 

these your own gifts of bread and wine so that we and all who 

share in the body of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing 

and grace, 

And receiving the forgiveness of sin may be formed to live as 

your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.  

 

To you O God Father Son and Holy Spirit be all honor and glory in 

your holy church now and forever. 

 

All Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
(Ecumenical version) 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers 
From SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44544. 
 

 
 

THE COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

CANTICLE                                          ELW 205 

 

 
 

                                                                                                        REPEAT 

Music: Liturgy of Joy, James M. Capers                                                                        

Text © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress 
 
 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

A Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send 

light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread 

of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your 

Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever.  

 

All Amen. 

 
 

SENDING SONG 
 

 

 

This Little Light of Mine   ELW 677 

 
 

Text and music: African American spiritual 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God.  

 

January 21, 2024 

Rev. Dr. James M. Capers, Presiding Minister 

Tatenda Kunaka, Worship Assistant 

LeeAra Watson, Cantor 

Rachel Adolphe, Acolyte 

Devoe Slisher, Media Director       

Kalamo Adolphe, Media Assistant 

 


