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We welcome you into the worship of Salem Lutheran Church
where the Rev. Jeffrey Iacobazzi presides over this service of
scripture, prayer, music and Holy Communion. Pastor Jeff serves
as our Interim Pastor.

Holy Communion is served at the rail. (You may kneel or stand).
Let Pastor Jeff know if you require a gluten-free wafer. The tray
includes wine (the dark color) or white grape juice (the amber
color).

There is a basket for your tithes and offerings. You may also give
through our web site or by using the U. S. mail (addresses listed
at the top of this page). Click here for the link to the online page.

We broadcast at 87.9 FM to the campus and New Augusta community.
We have headphones available for those who need help hearing.
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The bell is rung to announce the beginning of the service. We light the
candles.

PRELUDE

Twatembea Nuruni Mwake
We Are Marching in the Light of God

Pastor James Capers

Recorded July 21, 2021

The Welcome Laura Morgan



Confession and Forgiveness

P

All

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
Wonderful Counselor,

Mighty Savior,

Prince of Peace.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P

All

All

Reconciling God,

we yearn for your presence to transform

our grief, pain, and despair.

We confess that we have not always prepared

room in our hearts for your love;

we have not always recognized

your presence among us;

we have not always embraced your message of peace.
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.

We confess our failure to make room

for those seeking refuge;

our participation in violent systems

that harm your innocent ones;

our reluctance to embody your good news.

Be born in us today

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you.
+ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!

Amen.



Gathering Song
As With Gladness Men of Old
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As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly  bed,
As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,

Ho - ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us

in the nar-row way;

In the heav'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing

v

on - ward,beam-ing bright;

there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;

so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our
thou its light, its  joy, its crown, thou its

free from sin’s al - loy,
ran - somed souls at  last
sun which goes not down;

where they need no star to guide, where no
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.

Music:

Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

Greeting

P

All

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the |
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly King.

clouds thy glo - ry hide.
- lu - ias to our king.

ove of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

English text and music copyright 1998 Augsburg Fortress.



Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chnstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

a - lone, to you we call;

3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord
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Might-y God of
Son
Ho - ly One
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all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;

in faith we name you, God most high, yet

near to all:

d_

o

s

o

-4
J

we ex - alt

on the cross you died to

save Uusj

now you reign at

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For

the peace that we

n - her - i,

Text copyright 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Music copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

glo-ry be

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

God on high!

to




Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray.

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our
lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All Amen.

First Reading 1Isaiah 60:1-6

A The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.



Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

A 1Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

All “that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

A 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

All “Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.

A °May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.

All °Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.

A ’In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.

All 19May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
pay tribute,
and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

A  !'May all kings bow down before him,
and all the nations do him service.

All ’For the king delivers the poor
who cry out in distress,
the oppressed, and those who have no helper.

A 13He has compassion on the lowly and poor,
and preserves the lives of the needy.

All *From oppression and violence
he redeems their lives,
and precious is their blood in his sight.



Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12

A The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-i1or: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Text copyright 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.  Music copyright 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

The Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

P The gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Jeff Iacobazzi



Hymn

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELw 815
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11 want to  walk as child of the light. I  want to
2 I want to see.. . the bright-ness of God. I want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. I  want to
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fol - low Je - Sus. God set the stars to  give
look  at Je - sus. Clear Sun of  righ-teous-ness,
be with Je - Sus. When we have run. .. . with
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light to the world. The star of my life s Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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In him there 1is no  dark-ness at all. The night and the
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day are  both a - like. The Lamb is the light of the
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je sus.

Text and music Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975 Celebration



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

P Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the
church, creation, and all who are in need.

Responses after each petition:

A Hear us, O God.
All Your mercy is great.

P  With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to
you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

All Amen.

Sharing of the Peace

P The Peace of Lord be with you always.
All And also with you.




Offertory Prayer
A Let us pray.

God of glory,

great are your wonders among us

and many are the blessings you bestow.

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior.

All Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

P The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 1Itis right to give our thanks and praise.



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san-na in  the high - est, ho-san - na in the high - est.



P .. . With joy we tell our story:
Alleluia!

[Assembly echoes:] Alleluia!

We call for your Spirit on us and this meal.
Refresh our souls with this heavenly food,
the body and blood of your Son.

Nourish us as branches of your tree,

and enlighten us with your undying flame.

We sing out to the Father, we ring out to the Son,
we exult in the Spirit.

Transport us in our yearning,

and be for us the end and the beginning,

our purest pleasure, our victorious crown,

our never-ending love.

And so we pray and praise:

Amen, Amen, Amen.

[Assembly echoes:] Amen, Amen, Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P God is now in flesh appearing.
Come to the feast of joy!
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin  of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save:

have

mer -cy now, we pray.

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

Text and music copyright 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.




The Communion

Come to the rail, as directed by the usher, and stand or kneel. Let Pastor Jeff know if
you require a gluten-free wafer. The tray includes wine (the dark color) or white grape
juice (the amber color).

Communion Blessing

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Prayer after Communion

A Let us pray.

Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts
the mystery of your presence.

Move us to discover the wonders of your love

in the everyday moments of our lives,

through Christ born in us.

All Amen.

Announcements

Blessing

P The triune God,
glorious Mystery,
holy Incarnate One,
abiding Comforter,
+ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

All Amen.



Sending Song

Angels From the Realms of Glory
ELW 275
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1  An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla- tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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Once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro- claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to the®e-ter - nal Three in  One.

Refrain
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ, the new-born king.

PUBLIC DOMAIN
Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4

Music: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Dismissal

A Glory to God in the highest!

All And peace to God’s people on earth!

A Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.

All Thanks be to God



Rev. Jeffrey M. Iacobazzi, Presiding Minister
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