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We welcome you into the worship of Salem Lutheran Church.            

We pray for the Rev. Jeffrey Iacobazzi as he recovers from a fall.  

Rosemary Rader will share both the gospel lesson from Matthew and 

the message Pastor Jeff has prepared for this day.  She is also our 

musician this week. And Denise Chisveto leads the liturgy.   

 

Holy Communion will not be part of this service.  We expect to 

return to the rail next week.   
 

There is a basket for your tithes and offerings.  You may also give 

through our web site or by using the U. S. mail (addresses listed at 

the top of this page).   Click here for the link. 
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GATHERING 

Bell rings to announce the start of the service.   

We light the candles. 

 

 

Prelude 
 

Jesu, tawa pano     

Jesus, We Are Gathered 

Shona (a Bantu language spoken in Zimbabwe) 
 
 

 

Lee Ara Watson and Pastor James M. Capers  

Recorded September 17, 2023 
      

Text and Music: Patrick Matsikenyiri 

Text and music © 1990, 1996 General Board of Global Ministries, GBG Musik, 475 

Riverside Dr., New York, NY 10115. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 

 
 
 

Words of Welcome                   Denise Chisveto 

 
 

 
 



 

Confession and Forgiveness 

A Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 
 

All Amen 

A Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

(Silence for Reflection) 
 

A Compassionate God, 
 

All we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

A Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
 

All Amen. 

 

 



Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive       ELW 605 

 

Text:  Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.     Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844                                                                                                                              

Text © Oxford University Press    

 
 

GREETING 

A The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All And also with you. 

 
 

KYRIE

 



English text and music copyright 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

 

Text copyright 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

Music copyright 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 

 

 



The Prayer of the Day 

A O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 

adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

First Reading    Genesis 50:15-21 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 103:8-13 
 
 
 

All 8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

         slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

 

A  9 you will not always accuse us, 

         nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 

All 10 You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

         nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 

A  11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

         so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 

All 12 As far as the east is from the west, 

         so far have you removed our transgressions from us.  

 

A  13 As a father has compassion for his children, 

         so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition.  
Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America.                                         
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 



 
 

Second Reading    Romans 14:1-12 
 

 

A The word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Acclamation        

 

Text copyright 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

Music copyright 1993 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

 

 

 

RR  The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Gospel    Matthew 18:21-35 
 

RR The gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ 

 

 
 



\Sermon      

Pastor Jeff Iacobazzi’s message delivered by 

Rosemary Rader 

 

Hymn  

Our Father, We Have Wandered         ELW 606   
 

 

 

 

 

Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006 

Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750 

Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 1981, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. 



  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

 

A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love,                                    

we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us. 

 Responses after each petition: 
  

A Hear us, O God. 

All Your mercy is great. 

 

A  Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 

and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ 

name. 

All Amen. 



 

Sharing of the Peace  

 

A The peace of Christ be with you always. 

All And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

 

Offering 
 

 

Offertory Song                                   ELW 186 
 

 

 
Music: Richard W. Hillert, 1923-2010  
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Offertory Prayer 

 

A God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

All Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father who art in heaven  

Hallowed be thy name  

Thy kingdom come  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven  

Give us this day our daily bread  

And forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us  

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil  

For thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever  

Amen.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING 

 

Announcements and Prayer Concerns  

 

Benediction 

A The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 
 

All Amen. 

 

A The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 
 

All Amen. 

 

A The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
 

All Amen. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn 

I Come with Joy                                       ELW 482 

 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission.  Hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net A-720814.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

Dismissal 

A     Go in peace, serve the Lord.  

All Thanks be to God. 



 

September 13, 2026 

Rev. Jeffrey M. Iacobazzi, Presiding Minister 

Rosemary Rader, Presentor and Musician 

Denise Chisveto, Presider and Worship Assistant 

Divine Adolphe and David Adolphe, Acolyte 

Keith Kunze and Pete Bush, Usher 

Laura Morgan, Altar Guild 

Racheal Adolphe, Nursery Attendant 

Kalamo Adolphe, Media Assistant 

Devoe Slisher, Media Director 


